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A STATEMENT FROM SUPERINTENDENT ANGÉLICA RAMSEY

hese are trying times for our entire Midland ISD family . The 

COVID-19 pandemic continues to challenge every aspect of 

our community; however, at Midland Independent School 

District, our mission remains clear: keep our children in 

school so that we can prepare all students for college, career, and 

military .

This handbook is a very important guide for students, parents 

and staff members alike . It includes information about MISD’s COVID-19 

mitigation response, measures in place to combat the spread of the 

virus, and what you should do if you become sick or are around those 

who are . 

Please take the time to read this handbook carefully . COVID-19 

continues to be a fluid situation, so revisions might be made in the 

future, and MISD will let you know promptly of any changes . Stopping 

the spread of COVID-19 is a communitywide effort . We’re in this 

together, and together we can keep our community safe and healthy .

T

Angélica M. Ramsey, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools
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Mitigation Measures In Place

 ▶  Visitors are not permitted to eat lunch with 
students or deliver lunches .

 ▶  Only medication or eyeglasses may be 
dropped off in the office.

 ▶  Principals may limit the number of 
volunteers on campus .

 ▶  Meetings should be conducted via 
electronic videoconferencing whenever 
possible .

 ▶  Large, nonessential gatherings are 
strongly discouraged .

 ▶  If an essential gathering must occur  
in-person, social distancing and the 
wearing of masks are strongly encouraged .

 ▶  Ticketed events for which tickets have 
already been sold should encourage social 
distancing . MISD follows UIL guidance .

 ▶  Nonessential travel for staff is prohibited at 
this time .

 ▶  Student athletes must be tested for 
COVID-19 prior to overnight travel .

 ▶  Face masks that cover the nose and 
mouth are strongly encouraged .

 ▶ Learn about the science behind masks .

 ▶  Vaccination is strongly encouraged for staff 
and students age 12 and older . Consult 

with your health care provider to make the 
decision best for you and your family’s heath .

Visitors

Events And Gatherings

Travel

Masks

Vaccination

https://www.uiltexas.org/policy/2021-22-policy-info/2021-2022-uil-risk-mitigation-guidelines
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/science-briefs/masking-science-sars-cov2.html
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Daily Campus Cleaning 
 ▶  Each classroom and restroom will be 

cleaned and disinfected . 

 ▶  High-touch areas will be disinfected 
throughout the day . 

 ▶  Custodians will be encouraged to wear 
PPE (masks and gloves) during work hours . 

 ▶  Cafeteria tables will be disinfected 
between lunch periods .

 ▶  Staff and students will have access to 
disinfecting items to sanitize working 
surfaces, shared objects, and high-touch 
areas after use and during breaks in 
instruction . 

Restrooms 
 ▶  Staff should supervise and limit the 

number of students who enter the 
bathroom at one time to comply with 
health agency recommendations and 
social distancing . 

 ▶   The scheduling of whole-class restroom 
breaks is recommended to eliminate 
co-mingling of students across 
various classes and to ensure teacher 
monitoring of social distancing guidelines 
(elementary only) .

 ▶  Increased disinfecting will occur 
throughout the school day . Campuses 
should ensure restrooms are stocked 
throughout the day with handwashing 
supplies . Proper handwashing techniques 
will be consistently reinforced . 

Campus Cleaning And Disinfecting

Frequent cleaning and disinfection will support a healthy learning and work 
environment for students and staff . 

Bus Stop Expectations 
 ▶  Students should practice social distancing, 

whenever possible (if there is adequate 
space and it is safe to do so) while waiting 
for and approaching the school bus . 

 ▶  Students should NOT share food, drinks, or 
personal devices . 

 ▶  When possible, parents should provide 
supervision of their student(s) at the 
bus stop to assist with MISD’s efforts to 
mitigate the spread of the virus .

Morning Boarding Bus Procedures 
 ▶  Students should practice social distancing 

as they approach and board the bus . 

 ▶  Drivers and students are encouraged to 
wear masks while boarding and riding the 
school bus .

 ▶  Students are required to use hand sanitizer 
when boarding the bus (hand sanitizing 
stations are available at bus entry) .

 ▶  Buses will be loaded from back to front, 

Bus Transportation



Lunch

 ▶  Child Nutrition Services has implemented 
the recommendations of the CDC and 
other health officials.  

 ▶  Depending on the number of students 
in the school, meals may be provided in 
locations other than the cafeteria in order 
to allow for social distancing . 

 ▶  Microwaves will not be provided in the 
cafeteria due to the opportunity for cross 
contamination with a high-touch device . 

 ▶  Hand sanitizing stations will be available 
at entrances and exits of the cafeteria . 

Students are encouraged to wash their 
hands or use hand sanitizer prior to 
entering the cafeteria .

 ▶  Campus staff will monitor lunch transitions 
to promote social distancing practices . 

 ▶  MISD is encouraging cashless payments .  
Payments may be made in SchoolCafe 
(schoolcafe .com) . 

 ▶  Students at high schools who leave 
campus for lunch are encouraged to wash 
their hands or use hand sanitizer upon 
their return to school .
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as appropriate, to support mitigation . Family 
members will be seated together . Behavior 
and/or physical considerations will be taken 
into account . 

 ▶ Standard Midland ISD bus rules apply . 

Unloading At Campus 
 ▶  Unloading will start from the front to the 

back .

 ▶  Students will unload the bus from front to 
back at the direction of the bus driver .

 ▶  As students depart from the bus, they should 
immediately walk into the building and 
designated area for morning arrival .

 ▶  Students should maintain appropriate social 
distance and follow all campus guidelines 
as they enter the building and report to 
designated areas .

Afternoon Campus Bus Boarding Procedures 
 ▶  Students should practice social distancing as 

they approach and board the bus . 

 ▶  Use hand sanitizer (provided near stairwells) .

 ▶  Seating: Students will be seated starting 
from the back seats then toward the front . 
Behavior and/or physical considerations will 
be taken into account .

 ▶ Standard Midland ISD bus rules apply . 

Unloading At Bus Stop 
 ▶  Unloading will start from the front to the 

back .

 ▶  Students should practice social distancing, 
avoid gathering in groups of 10 or more, and 
are encouraged to walk to their residence 
immediately .

Disinfecting Protocol 
 ▶  Buses will be disinfected routinely, particular 

emphasis will be placed on high-touch 
surfaces such as bus seats, steering wheels, 
knobs, and stairway handrail . 

 ▶  When possible, bus windows will be open to 
allow outside air to circulate in the bus . 

http://schoolcafe.com
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Recess

 ▶  MISD will evaluate available indoor and 
outdoor spaces on school property that 
can be used for recess and will identify 
multiple areas where recess can be 
held for different cohorts of students 
to minimize crowding . Outdoor spaces 
should be used whenever possible .

 ▶  A plan will be developed for transporting 
students from the classroom to the 
designated recess areas . 

 ▶  Students will be given guidance on how to 
safely transition between areas while still 
maintaining social distancing .

 ▶  Use painted play spaces or create play 
areas with stencils, cones, chalk, etc . 
to designate zones to help students 
identify how to safely comply with social 
distancing .

 ▶  Adequate adult supervision for recess 
to ensure social distancing should be 
provided .

 ▶  Walkways for entry and exit should be 
clearly marked .

 ▶  Limit use of playground structures to 
student cohort groups to minimize 
transmission risk . 

 ▶  Limit the use of recess play equipment 
(e .g ., frisbees, balls) that would be passed 
between or shared by multiple students . 
Consider individual equipment and 
sanitize after each recess period . 

 ▶  All students must sanitize their hands after 
using the playground/play equipment 
and wash their hands upon entering the 
building .

High-Traffic Areas

 ▶  Campuses should give students guidance 
on how to safely transition between areas 
while still maintaining social distancing .

 ▶  Walkways for entry and exit should be 
clearly marked .

 ▶  Hand sanitizing stations will be available at 
entrances and exits of high traffic areas.

Outside Entity Building Rentals

 ▶  Facility rentals will be honored if 
contracted prior to August 21, 2021 . Indoor 

facilities will not be available for rent until 
further notice . 
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The Delta Variant And
COVID-19 Symptoms

The following are symptoms of COVID-19, per the CDC . Symptoms may vary, and not all 

symptoms may appear .

This list does not include all possible symptoms . The CDC will continue to update this list 

as we learn more about COVID-19 . Older adults and people who have severe underlying 

medical conditions like heart or lung disease or diabetes seem to be at higher risk for 

developing more serious complications from COVID-19 illness .

The Delta variant of COVID-19 causes more infections and spreads faster than early 

forms of the virus, per the CDC. Here are key findings about the Delta variant. 

 ▶ Cough

 ▶  Shortness of breath or difficulty 

breathing

 ▶ Fatigue

 ▶ Muscle or body aches

 ▶ Headache

 ▶ New loss of taste or smell

 ▶ Sore throat

 ▶ Congestion or runny nose

 ▶ Nausea or vomiting

 ▶ Diarrhea

 ▶ Fever or chills

 ▶  The Delta variant is more than 2x as 

contagious .

 ▶  Some data suggests the Delta variant 

might cause more severe illness 

than previous strains in unvaccinated 

persons .

 ▶  The greatest risk of transmission is 

among unvaccinated people . They 

are much more likely to contract, and 

therefore transmit, the virus .

 ▶  Fully vaccinated people with Delta 

variant breakthrough infections can 

spread the virus to others . However, 

vaccinated people appear to be 

infectious for a shorter period .

About The Delta Variant

COVID-19 Symptoms

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/variants/delta-variant.html
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What If A Student Tests Positive 
Or Is Presumed Positive?

In the event a student tests positive for COVID-19, or is informed by a health care provider 
that they are presumed positive, the parent or guardian should complete the MISD 
Student Confirmed COVID-19 Case Report. This form serves as notification to your child’s 
Principal, campus nurse, and teacher . Your child can return to school when:

10 days have passed since symptoms first appeared, or 10 days since 
positive since positive test if no symptoms occur;

24 hours have passed with no fever without the use of fever-
reducing medications;

Other symptoms of COVID-19 are improving .

 ▶  Loss of taste and smell may persist for weeks or months after recovery 
and need not delay the end of isolation . 

 ▶  If you had severe COVID-19 and required hospitalization, or you have a 
severe immune disorder, follow your provider’s instructions — you may 
need to stay away from others longer .

AND

AND

 All campus parents and staff who were in the same classroom as the positive 
student will receive a notification letter. The letter will not identify the student. The 
purpose of the letter is for affected families and staff to be aware of the situation and 
make appropriate decisions for their health based upon the information .

 Parents of students who feel well enough to participate in school remotely should 
contact their child’s teachers to participate in remote conferencing . If not, students 
will be marked as excused absences . Classwork will need to be made-up upon return 
to school . 

While The Student Is Away

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScx_9PHAtAee0UCoAQJcYxQ9_iZKis_fd4PNTJvD5uiR3a-pQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScx_9PHAtAee0UCoAQJcYxQ9_iZKis_fd4PNTJvD5uiR3a-pQ/viewform
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Information On
Remote Conferencing

Remote conferencing is a setting where students who are at an off-campus location are 

able to engage in daily instruction through virtual platforms . Midland ISD will provide 

remote instruction through remote conferencing starting on September 13, 2021 . 

Students must meet the following requirements to participate: 

 ▶ The student is unable to attend school because of a temporary medical condition . 

 ▶  The total amount of remote conferencing instruction does not exceed more than 20 

instructional days over the entirety of the school year .

In addition, one of the following must be met:

 ▶  The student’s temporary medical condition is documented by a physician licensed 

to practice in the United States . The documentation must include a statement from 

the physician that the student is to remain confined to their home or to a hospital.

 ▶  The student is being excluded from on-campus attendance because of a test result, 

formal diagnosis, or suspicion of having a communicable condition, as outlined in 

25 TAC§97 .7, and the conditions for readmission outlined therein have not yet been 

met .

 ▶  The student has been identified as a close contact for COVID-19 either by public 

health, by the school, or by the parent .

Students must meet the criteria listed above to participate in remote instruction . It is not 

available on an “on-demand” basis .

Students in grades 9-12 who desire a full-time virtual experience may apply to attend 

Coleman High School . Please call 432-240-4600 or visit midlandisd .net/coleman to apply .

What Is Remote Conferencing?

Other Options For Virtual Instruction

https://midlandisd.net/coleman
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Students in pre-kindergarten through 5th grade will receive synchronous and 

asynchronous instruction in two core areas: English Language Arts and Math .

Synchronous Instruction

 ▶  Synchronous instruction consists of two-way, real-time/live virtual instruction 

facilitated by a teacher .

 ▶  Students will log in remotely to receive synchronous instruction for 2 hours each 

school day from 8 a .m .-10 a .m .

Asynchronous Instruction

 ▶  Asynchronous instruction consists of instruction completed at the student’s own 

pace using Google Classroom . 

 ▶  Students will log in at their own time to complete assignments and activities 

posted on Google Classroom for 2 additional hours each school day . 

Attendance

 Please note that for the purposes of tracking and generating attendance, instruction 

must be provided synchronously, which means two-way, real-time/live virtual 

instruction between teachers and students . 

To be counted present, the student must be virtually “present” by receiving the 

equivalent of four hours of instruction with at least two hours of synchronous 

instruction each school day .

What Your Child Will Need

Students will need access to a device and Wi-Fi access . Please contact your child’s 

campus to check out these items, if needed . 

Remote Conferencing For Pre-Kindergarten Through 5th Grade
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Students in 6th through 12th grade will receive synchronous and asynchronous 

instruction in four core areas: English Language Arts, Math, Science, and Social Studies .

Synchronous Instruction

 ▶  Synchronous instruction consists of two-way, real-time/live virtual instruction 

facilitated by a teacher .

 ▶  Students will log in remotely to receive synchronous instruction for 4 hours each 

school day from 8:40 a .m .-12:40 p .m .

Asynchronous Instruction

 ▶  Asynchronous instruction consists of instruction completed at the student’s own 

pace using Google Classroom . 

 ▶  In the afternoon, students will complete assignments and activities posted on 

Google Classroom at their own pace .

 ▶  In addition, high school students will log into Google classroom at their own pace to 

complete assigned work on their other scheduled classes .

Attendance

 Please note that for the purposes of tracking and generating attendance, instruction 

must be provided synchronously, which means two-way, real-time/live virtual 

instruction between teachers and students . 

To be counted present, the student must be virtually “present” by receiving at least 

four hours of instruction through synchronous instruction each school day .

What Your Child Will Need

Students will need access to a device and Wi-Fi access . Please contact your child’s 

campus to check out these items, if needed . 

Remote Conferencing 6th Through 12th Grade
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What Happens If A Student 
Becomes Sick On Campus?

Student shows COVID-19 symptoms on Campus

Student is given a mask (if not already wearing one)

Nurse assesses student and isolates in designated room

Nurse contacts parent or health care provider

Student is sent home with parent to isolate

Student has the option to get tested; can be done on campus

TEST IS POSITIVE NO TEST TAKEN TEST IS NEGATIVE

▶   Parent completes student 
confirmed case report .

▶   Campus sends proximity letter.

▶   Campus disinfected and 
sanitized .

▶   Parent notifies campus nurse.

▶   Student must stay home until 
fever free for 24 hours without 
the use of medication .

▶   Parent notifies campus 
nurse .

▶   Student must stay home 
until fever free  for 24 
hours without the use of 
medication & they meet 
CDC return criteria .

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScx_9PHAtAee0UCoAQJcYxQ9_iZKis_fd4PNTJvD5uiR3a-pQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScx_9PHAtAee0UCoAQJcYxQ9_iZKis_fd4PNTJvD5uiR3a-pQ/viewform
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fif-you-are-sick%2Fend-home-isolation.html
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What If A Student Has Close 
Contact With A Confirmed Case?

If the student is fully vaccinated If the student is not fully vaccinated

 ▶  No quarantine is required unless symptoms 
develop .

 ▶  Student should self-monitor for symptoms for 
14 days .

 ▶  It is recommended the student wear a mask 
for 14 days .

 ▶  Stay home or go home if symptoms develop .

 ▶  If no symptoms, stay home for 10 days after 
last contact with the person who has COVID-19 
if no symptoms develop . Remote conferencing 
instruction is available . Contact your child’s 
teacher to request this option . 

OR

 ▶  Test negative on Day 7 and return on Day 8 if 
no symptoms develop .

 ▶  Watch for fever (100 .4° F), cough, shortness of 
breath, or other symptoms of COVID-19 .

 ▶  If possible, stay away from people you live 
with, especially people who are at higher risk 
for getting very sick from COVID-19 .

 ▶  It is recommended the student wear a mask 
for 14 days .

 ▶  The student may participate in remote 
learning for 10 days . Parents should contact 
their child’s teacher to inform them .

A close contact is defined as someone who was within 6 feet for 15 minutes or more total, with a person 
who has tested positive while that person was infectious .

You are a close contact if:
 ▶ You live in the same household as someone who has tested positive .

 ▶  Someone who tests positive informs you of their status, and you have been within 6 feet for 15 
minutes or more .

 ▶  You are notified by a health care provider who is conducting contact tracing that you have been 
identified as a possible close contact.

Receiving a proximity notification letter does not necessarily mean that you were a close contact; 
however, you could be . Take the precautions that are best for you and your family’s health .

What Is A Close Contact?

If Your Student Is A Close Contact

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html
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What About Other 
Circumstances For Students?

Please contact your health care provider for their expertise to inform the decisions that 
are best for your child and your family . 
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What If A Staff Member Tests 
Positive Or Is Presumed Positive?

If you test positive or are informed by your health care provider that you are a presumed 
positive, you must not report to work . Instead, inform your supervisor and complete the 
COVID-19 Employee Confirmed Positive Report .

Employees are required to use available leave to cover their absence, and they must enter 
their absence in Frontline .

For employees who test positive and have exhausted their leave, up to 10 additional 
COVID-leave days are available . These days are only for employees who test positive .

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSenTx6-huyR_nct3nmQwvsmwf3l2u65aLVzmyjF5hEfqBlYCA/viewform
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What Happens If A Staff Member 
Becomes Sick On Campus?

Staff member shows COVID-19 symptoms on Campus

Staff member is given a mask (if not already wearing one)

Nurse assesses staff member and isolates in designated room

Staff member is sent home to isolate

Staff member has the option to get tested; can be done on campus

TEST IS POSITIVE NO TEST TAKEN TEST IS NEGATIVE

▶   Staff member notifies campus 
nurse and principal/supervisor .

▶   Staff completes Staff Reporting 
Form .

▶    MISD Heath Services notifies 
Midland Health Department .

▶  Campus sends proximity letter.

▶   Campus disinfected and 
sanitized .

▶   Staff member notifies 
campuses nurse and principal/
supervisor .

▶   Staff member must stay home 
until fever free for 24 hours 
without the use of medication .

▶   Staff member notifies 
campus nurse .

▶   Staff member must stay 
home until fever free  for 
24 hours without the use 
of medication & they meet 
CDC return criteria .

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfEtLtZnrJisG-3CTmBH0QiQYZjVcYQ8AgoEUN75EvGTWISkQ/viewform
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/quarantine-isolation.html
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What If A Staff Member Has Close 
Contact With A Confirmed Case?

A close contact is defined as someone who was within 6 feet for 15 minutes or more total,with a person who 
has tested positive while that person was infectious .

You are a close contact if:
 ▶   You live in the same household as someone who has tested positive .

 ▶ You work in the same office or classroom as someone who has tested positive

 ▶  Someone who tests positive informs you of their status, and you have been within 6 feet for 15 
minutes or longer .

 ▶  You are notified by a health care provider who is conducting contact tracing that you have been 
identified as a possible close contact.

Receiving a proximity notification letter does not necessarily mean that you were a close contact; 
however, you could be . Take the precautions that are best for you and your family’s health .

Per TEA guidance, staff who are close contacts who continue to report to work must be tested periodically until 
10 days have passed from their last contact with the positive individual . 

When and Where: Testing will begin the week of August 30, 2021, at Coleman, Goddard, Lamar, Rusk, 
San Jacinto, Midland Freshman, Legacy Freshman, Alamo, and Yarbrough and will continue for every 
subsequent Tuesday and Thursday that staff are present until further notice .

Testing will begin the week of September 6, 2021, for all other campuses and will continue for every 
subsequent Tuesday and Thursday that staff are present until further notice .

Testing shall take place from 7 a.m.-7:30 a.m., or as otherwise scheduled, at elementary schools on testing 
days . Testing shall take place from 7:30 a.m.-8 a.m., or as otherwise scheduled, at secondary schools on 
testing days . 

Complete the Form: Staff must complete the MISD Employee Close Contact Testing Form to register that 
you will come for testing . 

Enter Absences: Enter an absence in Frontline for each morning you report for testing . If you test negative, 
you will continue to report to work for that day and can cancel the absence . If you test positive, you will need 
to go home . 

Monitor Your Symptoms: Staff should closely monitor their symptoms for 14 days from last exposure and 
are strongly recommended to wear a mask and maintain social distance from others wherever possible .

What Is A Close Contact?

COVID-19 Testing

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdUm7IarT5LDDg7KAy7SZuYq_Z3bwu3v2dzouPRKjG-wgH8-A/viewform?usp=sf_link
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What About Other 
Circumstances For Staff?

Please contact your health care provider for their expertise to inform the decisions that 
are best for your child and your family . 
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